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April 2026 

Next Meeting: April 9, 2026 

7:00 pm, Monaca Turners 

Ziti dinner will be served starting at 6:00 pm, 
$13.50 per person 

                                
 

 

 

All members are encouraged to email 
items for the Corvettes of PA Website to 

our Webmaster: 

Dan Steele 
harleydyna@comcast.net 

 
 

All newsletter articles and posts for 
Facebook can be emailed to our 

Newsletter Editor: 
Kirsti Walent 

JKWalent@gmail.com 
 

 
If there have been any changes in 

address, phone numbers, email address, 
number of corvettes, year(s), please 

notify: 
Jim Kinest 

72bigblock@comcast.net 
 

 

2025-2026 Corvettes of PA 

Officers and Committees: 
 

Paul Schulze, President 
paulschulze48@gmail.com 

 

Joseph Walent, Vice President 
JKWalent@gmail.com 
 

Lori Saska, Secretary 
ljsaska@gmail.com 
 

Paul John, Treasurer 
pj6744@hotmail.com 
 

Dave Dreher, Officer-at-Large 
dave.dreher@me.com 
 

Jim Kinest, Club Historian,  
Membership, Activities Chairperson 
72bigblock@comcast.net 
 

Dan Steele, Web Master 
harleydyna@comcast.net 
 

Kirsti Walent, Facebook Administrator, 
Newsletter Editor in Chief 
JKWalent@gmail.com 

 

Ron Ring, Steering Committee 
rings82@comcast.net 
 

Don Tarquinio, Parade Coordinator 
Dont1964@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 

The President’s Message                  

 
Greetings!  
 
Hopefully we are through with all the snow that has plagued us this 
year. Time to get the ride cleaned and gassed up ready for a ride.  
    
Met COPa members Bob and Brenda for a ride to Foxboro for a 
couple of bottles of wine and a great pizza. Afterwards we walked 
across the parking lot to the restaurant to finish off lunch. It was a 
great outing, a little cold and quite a bit of attention to the cars.  
 
Got an email from Rachel at Wingfoot Flight Operations; she will 
be sending me her June calendar as to when we will be able to do 
the tour of the hanger, possibly meet with the crew and get our 
cars in front of the airship.  
    
Remember this is an election year so come out and vote this fall; 
you will not have to show your ID.  
    
I will see everyone at Turners for our monthly meeting on April 9th; 
bring your appetite.  
 

Paul 
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Celebrations 
 
 

April   May  

Jean Safreed Apr 1  Joe Span May 1 

Chris Ring Apr 2  Kirk Anderson May 5 

Tim Brown Apr 7  Mindy Massie May 5 

Joe Romano Apr7  Don Tarquinio May 6 

Gayle Knight  Apr 13  Marie Tuma May 6 

Mike Steele Apr 15  Sandy Redden May 7 

Bob Pinkerton Apr 18  Jack Mendenhall May 12 

Beth Michel Apr 19  Kirsti Walent May 26 

   Randy Tuma May 31 

     

     

     

     

     

 
 

 

 
April   May  
Jamie & Bill Laughlin Apr 6  Karen & Richard Grimes May 11 

Pat & Paul John Apr 21  Barbara & Carl Stiefel May 14 

   Mary Jo & Marty Gimbus May 25 

   Joyce & Kevin McClafferty May 30 

   Tina & Ed Hill May 
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New Members!  

 

New Members 
 
 
 
Every member is asked to reach out to area Corvette owners and encourage their membership into 
Corvettes of Pa.  They are welcome to a monthly meeting so they can see the activities we have 
scheduled.  Please help in keeping COPa a thriving and constantly growing social organization. 
 
Currently we have 62 memberships with 116 members.   

 
Our meeting attendance for 2026  

January - 25 
February - 33 
March - 23 
April -  
May -  
June Picnic -  

July -  
August -  
September -  
October -  
November -  
December Holiday Celebration -  

 
Share the COPa Membership Application with other Corvette owners. Click the link below and print 
out a few copies to keep in your Corvette or daily driver so that when you are out and about and see 
another Corvette, you can use it as a conversation starter or leave it on their windshield. 
 
 

 
https://corvettesofpa.com/join/ 
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On the Horizon - Upcoming Events 
By Jim Kinest, Activities Coordinator 
 
Here we go!  We finally made it - Welcome to Spring!  We still 
have lots of open dates in April and May for your events.  
Let’s start of another Corvette season strong – we deserve it. 
 
APRIL 
Thursday April 9 – Meeting at Monaca Turners, 7PM.  Come early for dinner. This month’s dinner 
offering is: Ziti, salad, roll & butter, mixed veggies; all for $13.50. Food is available at 6:00 pm. See 
the Menu. 
 
Saturday April 11 – Military Mission Cash Bingo Fundraiser 
 
Wednesday April 15 - Men’s Breakfast – Freedom Square by Cinemark Theater – Carl Stiefel 
contact – 9AM 
 
Wednesday April 15  - Ladies Lunch – noon – The 19th Hole, 312 Blackhawk Rd, Beaver Falls, Pa. 
– Text Terry Mauck at 724-650-0845 to confirm your attendance. 
 
Sunday April 19 – See the “Butler Built” cars at the Butler Old Stone House Region of the Antique 
Automobile Club of America.  Depart from BiLo in Zelienople at 12:30. Following the visit – Ben 
Franklin’s Taproom and Grille at 3pm for food and drinks.  4270 US-422 New Castle. 
 
Sunday April 26 - Sharon Quaker Steak and Lube Corvette Show.  Looking for a member to lead the 
group. 
 
Thursday April 30 - Senior bowling at Sheffield Lanes. Doors open 10:30. Bowling starts at 11am.  
$20 includes shoes, 3 games of bowling and lunch/soft drinks. Want lunch only? $10. 
 
 
MAY 
Sunday May 31 – Marietta Trip 

 
 

JUNE 
Saturday June 20 - COPa Picnic:  Adams Township Community Park, Rotary Pavilion, 12 pm to 4 
pm 
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Monaca Turners Menu for upcoming COPa Meetings 
 

MENU 
 

April 9, 2026 
Ziti, Salad, Mixed Vegetables, Roll & Butter 

 
May 14, 2026 

Baked Chicken, Baked Potato, Corn 
 

July 9, 2026 
Chicken Quesadilla, Spanish Rice 

 
August 13, 2026 

Stuffed Cabbage, Mashed Potatoes 
 

September 10, 2026 
Meatball Sub, Onion Rings, Linguini 

 
October 8, 2026 

Hot Sausage Sandwich, Fries, Potato or Macaroni Salad 
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Senior Social 
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Military Mission of Beaver County 
Sending Care Packages to Our Deployed U.S. Military for Christmas 
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Marietta Trip Update. 
By Judy Tharp & Jim Kinest 

 

 
 
Judy & I went on a very beneficial trial run to work out some of the details for our 4-day trip to the 
Marietta area from Sunday, May 31, to Wednesday, June 3.  We stayed at the Lafayette hotel and got 
familiar with the town, confirmed the road conditions and drive times, visited the destinations and 
restaurants, and experienced some incredible roads! 
 
Itinerary: 
 
Sunday May 31 – “Meander To Marietta” - Depart from the Get Go at the Beaver Valley Mall at 8:30 
AM.  After picking up Ohio Route 7, we will take this Ohio River Scenic Byway following the river to 
Powhatan Point.  Now the fun begins.  You get to practice your handling skills on Ohio Route 148 and 
Country Route 5.  Next is Route 556 – a thrilling 9-mile stretch through the countryside.  Another 
great drive, this time on Route 78, takes us to Route 536 which is an absolute 11-mile roller coaster 
thriller of off camber turns, blind hill crests, and tight turns over the steep hills and deep valleys.  After 
a well-deserved lunch in Sardis and a brief stop at a cheese shop, it is off to the Lafayette Hotel, a 
Grand Riverboat Era Hotel.  Dinner is a short drive to DaVinci’s. 
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Monday June 1 – “Meander Around Marietta”  First stop is the Stockport Mill, and an up-close view 
the Lock & Dam.  Further up north is the Miner’s Memorial Park and the Big Muskie Bucket.  We will 
then travel for the second time on Route 78 to the Burr Oak Lodge for an amazing lunch and drinks.  
We return home on the famous Route 555 - Ohio’s Triple Nickle – another 18-mile roller coaster.  
Things are a bit settled on Route 550’s 20-mile leg into Marietta.  Dinner is one block away from the 
Lafayette at the Levee House Bistro. 
 
Tuesday, June 2 – “Meander In Marietta”  We have a 9AM guided tour of the stunning Basilica of St. 
Mary of the Assumption, built in 1909 and beautifully restored in 2008.  A few blocks away is the 
Peoples Mortuary Museum, a fine collection of Packards and other horse drawn and motorized 
hearses.  After lunch at the Town House in Marietta, it is off to a 90-minute narrated sightseeing tour 
on the Valley Gem Sternwheeler.  There will be time to visit the shops on Front Street, hang out at the 
Lafayette’s rooftop area, or explore the many artifacts in the hotel prior to dinner two blocks away at 
The Galley. 
 
Wednesday, June 3 – “Meander From Marietta”  We will board the Island Belle Sternwheeler at 10AM 
for a 20-minute ride to the 500 acre historic Blennerhassett Island to tour the mansion and the 
grounds.  Following this visit, it is northbound to return back home. 
 
There is a block of 10 rooms under Corvettes of Pa at the Lafayette Hotel.  Call 740-373-5522 for 
reservations.  There is a mix of King, Queen, and Twin bed sizes.  If the size you are interested in is 
not available, ask if they could substitute the room for you.  The Group Rate is available until May 14, 
and any unused rooms will be released which may or may not be available if you call after this date. 
 
Please reach out to us if you have any questions or would like to sign up to attend. 

 
Home  



 
 
 
 

Laughlin’s 1967 
 

 

 

 

 
Corvettes of Pa Archive of the Month  

   By Jim Kinest – COPa Historian 
 

  (Throughout 2026, we will highlight some of the gems we have 
in our Club Archives) 

    
In a truly remarkable display of teamwork and dedication 
from Corvettes of PA members, a memorable gathering 
of 285 Corvettes and 400 guests at Brady’s Run Park 
was conducted on July 21, 2002.  Corvettes of PA alone 
had 72 Corvettes registered, and over 60% of the club 
participated in one way or another.   
 
We hosted the 3rd annual Western Pennsylvania Corvette Club Council Picnic, which contained 13 
regional clubs and organizations.  Jack Mundell was the event’s coordinator, and his committee of 25 
club members started monthly meetings in August of 2001.  The results of the detailed planning were 
tremendous.  We had 104 door prizes.  FA Lewarchik coordinated the goodie bags, which included a 
Beaver County Trivia Quiz, and weighed 4 pounds!  Caterer was J & J from Freedom.  Hanks 
donated 15 gallons of custard, which was welcomed on this hot day.  C&S Sports supplied the T 
shirts, and the club’s committee were identified by red Henley shirts.  Over $4,000 was collected from 
the program ads.   
 
We raised $1,434 for the Voluntary Action Center through the Chinese Auction, which included a 
complete set of Goodyear Tires arranged by Norm Fisher.  We concluded by taking 78 Corvettes with 
a police escort for laps at the new BeaveRun Motorsports Complex.   
 
Truly a Club effort and the high mark in our history.  Here are a few items from a large notebook we 
have for the picnic. 
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Windshield Static clings and a dash plaque were provided to each Corvette. 
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Cover of the 30 page program. 

 

Corvettes of PA Summary in the program. 
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An aerial photo was obtained during the picnic. 
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National Corvette Museum 
 
 
Corvette Store 
 
 
 
Source: https://www.corvettemuseum.org 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northstar Chevrolet, COPa 2025 & 2026 Sponsor 
 
Please support our Sponsor, North Star Chevrolet located in Moon Township, PA. 
 
 
 
 

 
NORTH STAR CHEVROLET MOON TOWNSHIP 

5854 UNIVERSITY BLVD MOON TOWNSHIP PA 15108-2571 
 
 

• SALES (412) 294-0308  

• SERVICE & PARTS (412) 294-0306  

• COLLISION (412) 264-3325 

Drive Smarter: 3 Habits for a Better Journey 

 

 

 
Home 

https://corvettestore.com/
https://www.northstarchevy.net/
https://www.dtgplatform.com/en/campaigns/teasers/engagement-teasers/early-owner/early-owner-article---default?osa_did=C0020350&osa_t=Q2xpY2tTb3VyY2U6ZW1haWx8T3JpZ2luOlRlYXNlciBMb25nfExvY2F0aW9uOkJ1dHRvbiAx&osa_uid=4f634baf7468&osa_bid=15629739&sc_camp=%7b1E0FB0AA-C39A-4B1A-AB25-3D210C5A1CFA%7d
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Regular Links 
 
 

Military Mission of Beaver County 

The best source for local cruises  

In the market for a Corvette? 

Lots of good articles 

Must visit for every Corvette Owner 

C&S Sports for our COPa embroidered items 

Pavel’s Auto Detail and Ceramic Coating 

 

 

 

Additional Links 
 

Hagerty Media – A beginner’s guide to performance tuning. 

GM Heritage 

GM Authority Blog 

10,000 PVGP Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home  

https://veteransbreakfastclub.org/the-military-mission-of-beaver-county-pennsylvania/#:~:text=The%20Military%20Mission%20of%20Beaver%20County%20is%20a,and%20also%20do%20a%20once-a-year%20shipment%20in%20November.
https://www.carcruises.com/cruise-listings/
https://usedcorvettesforsale.com/
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://www.candssports.com/
https://www.pavelsautodetail.com/
https://www.hagerty.com/media/maintenance-and-tech/ecu-and-efi-101-a-beginners-guide-to-performance-tuning/?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_content=21_January_12__Newsletter_NewDD
https://www.gm.com/heritage?evar25=gmhc_redirect
https://gmauthority.com/blog/2022/02/barrett-jackson-scottsdale-rakes-in-record-203-million/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pittsburghvintagegrandprix/albums
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Registration is Open for the 2026 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Events 
 

 
The PVGP received good news recently when the City 
of Pittsburgh announced that the Panther Hollow Bridge 
will be open for our races through Schenley Park! Thus, 
we will return to the normal racing circuit that has been 
in use since the inaugural race in 1983. 
 
Registration for all PVGP events is now open.  Jaguar 
is Marque of the Year, and Pontiac is the Spotlight Car.  
The International Jaguar Festival will be joining the 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Race Weekend and 
promises to bring a collection of stunning Jags.  
Acclaimed Jaguar designer Ian Callum will serve as 
Grand Marshal and present concours awards. 
 
On the American Show side, Chevrolet/Corvette Show 
will be moved back across Schenley Drive into the 
American Show.  The area we have been using since 
2021 will have Pontiac, Avanti, and the growing Electric 
Avenue display and vendors.   

 
Cost: $60 donation per car (Increases to $70 on July 1).  
Includes weekend parking on the golf course.  
Complimentary PVGP Race Program and decal.  Wristband for the driver and one passenger, good 
for the weekend.  On-line registration closes at midnight July 16 and you must pay at the gate after 
that. 
 
The highly popular Downtown Show sold out in less than one day – the fastest sales I’ve ever seen.  
Some members were able to sign up in time, so I’ll verify your registration when I start receiving 
periodic updates. 
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Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum 
By Jim Kinest 

 
On March 7, 16 Corvettes of Pa Members were honored to be a part of a 2-hour guided tour at the 
Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum in Oakland.   
 
The Senior Vice President/Director of Museum & Education started off with an up-close presentation 
of several archives that are not on display and told the personal stories that are connected to them.  
He turned over our visit to our Tour Guide, who relayed dozens of stories for the remainder of our 
visit.  He has many years volunteering and conducting tours, and even after these many years, his 
emotions were evident several times as he spoke of touching stories.  Honestly, we didn’t want to see 
the tour end.  The Hall of Valor was particularly touching as our guide spoke of several heroes who 
were honored in the room. 
 
A remarkable experience. 
 

 
        Medal of Honor                         Purple Heart                Distinguished Flying Cross 
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One of Our Own Special Servicewoman - Catherine “Kay” Gimbus Bogovich 
 
While preparing for our Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum tour, I recalled one of our 
veterans from World War II.  Catherine “Kay” Gimbus Bogovich, and her husband Ed Bogovich, were 
members for a few years.  While assembling the Memorial Books for our 50th Reunion for members 
who passed, we documented that her uniform was donated to the Heinz History Center.   
So, in addition to the stories we heard on our tour, we present Kay’s story. 
  
Catherine “Kay” Gimbus Bogovich 
December 6, 1921 – July 23, 2012. 
 
Catherine "Kay" Gimbus, who was born in Midland, PA, to a Serbian Orthodox family and attended 
Lincoln High School.  Her mother passed away around 1940.  Seeing her region and her country 
mobilized for war, Kay felt compelled to join the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (later becoming the 
Women’s Army Corps) at the age of 20.  Much to the chagrin of her father, he was not thrilled when 
Kay, his youngest child, enlisted and embarked from Pittsburgh in October of 1942. 
 
She served with the Aircraft Warning System (AWS) charting airplane movements until the U.S. Army 
took over the WAAC and renamed it the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) in 1943.  Kay then served as 
an intelligence clerk with the Third Air Force.  Approved for overseas duty, she left New York City on 
May 1, 1945, and arrived in Scotland on VE Day (Victory in Europe), May 8, 1945.  She also was 
abroad for V-J Day, August 15, 1945, serving with the 3341st Signal Service battalion in Paris.  
After her discharge, Kay returned to Midland and was a proud member of the Midland American 
Legion.   
 
Passionate and fiercely proud of her Serbian heritage, Kay was also an active member of the St. 
George Serbian Orthodox Church, Midland, where she sang with the Dr. Laza Kostich Choir and was 
a member of the Serbian Sisters and the American Yugoslav Club.   
 
Having been one of the oldest surviving WAC’s in the state, she was often interviewed by various 
news sources where she regaled them with tales of life in the Army for women during that period of 
history.  She later attended business school and was a beautician.  In 1997, she was asked by the 
Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh to donate her old uniform.   
 
Kay was preceded in death by her first husband, John Newdomski.  At the time of her passing, she 
was married to Edward E. Bogovich for 35 years. 
 
The Women's Army Corps was the women's branch of the United States Army.  It was created as an 
auxiliary unit, the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), on May 15, 1942, and converted to an 
active-duty status in the Army of the United States as the WAC on July 1, 1943.  
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Gas mask drill at Fort Brady, Michigan, for trainees in the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps, 1943. 

 

 
A WWII duffle bag used by Catherine "Kay" Gimbus. 
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Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps servicewoman Kay Gimbus Bogovich working as a Clerk G2 

Intelligence at the Drew Air Field in Tampa, FL in 1944. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Laughlin’s 1967 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Laughlin’s 1967 
 

 

 

 
Catherine “Kay” Gimbus Bogovich in her WAAC uniform, 1942, and her class “B” military pass, 1945. 
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Cartoon 
Submitted by: Joe Molokach 
 

 

 
 

 
www.corvettesofpa.com  

www.Facebook.com/CorvettesofPA 
Corvettes of PA, Inc   

P.O Box 224 
Beaver, PA 15009 
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